
The snows of winter are upon us and with them comes the festive season. We would offer 

unto each of you our best wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year and a joyous cele-

bration of the holidays in whatever manner you mark this special time of year. We look 

forward to joining many of you at Septentrian-Skraeling Althing combined 12th Night or at 

some of the other functions we will be attending in the coming weeks.  

 

Now, too with the change of the seasons and the coming New (mundane) Year we remind 

you all that Taxes are due soon. Please check the Baronial web site http://

septentria.ealdormere.ca/ and we look forward to seeing your creativity at its best when we 

collect these tithes. We will also announce our Taxes for the coming year; this promises to 

be something interesting, we hope.  

 

Septentria and Septentrians continue to impress us with their hard work, skills and acts of 

chivalry. We have witnessed many fine examples over the recent months and would con-

gratulate The Honourable Lady Medb ingen Dungaile on her win at Kingdom A&S pen-

tathlon. Wassail. We were also proud to see so many other entries of high quality by many 

other Septentrians. Every one of you should be proud of your accomplishments.  

 

A&S also marked a special place in our hearts as young Torran made his long awaited de-

but to the people of Ealdormere and Septentria. Wassail and welcome, young fighter.  

 

Now to a challenge. As many of you are aware our Good Majesties have begun a process of 

gathering together a group of highly-recommended unbelted melee fighters to work and 

train together to be prepared should the war drums again call Ealdormere to battle in aid of 

our allies. To this end and to promote more training of small unit fighters, our Good Cousin 

Kolbjorn Baron of Ramshaven has issued a challenge. It is his wish to see the Five Baron-

ies and all of the great households of Ealdormere field teams of unbelted fighters for a Me-

lee challenge at this coming Winter War. We have tasked our good Warlord Bjarn to ride 

the length and width of our lands in search of worthy gentles to take up this challenge.  

 

The exact formula for this challenge is still in the works but currently looks to be a small 

team of 3 to 5 members with some sort of round robin tourney to start with. Rest assured 

Septentria can field multiple teams should we have enough interest, and Bjarn will be look-

ing for willing volunteers to join in this effort and show the Mighty Bear is not to be toyed 

with. If you are willing to join in this venture contact Bjarn or ourselves and let us know. If 

you are fighting as part of one of the households within Septentria please also drop us a line 

so that we might know who of our populace will be taking the field in this manner.   

 

Happy Holidays and Safe Travels One and All 

 

Percival & Christiana  
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Disclaimer  
 

This is the January / February, 2009, issue of the Ursus a 

publication of the Barony of Septentria of the Society for 

Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.).  The Ursus is 

available from David Clark and Susan Carroll-Clark 

(marginalia@rogers.com).  It is not a corporate publication 

of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies.  

Copyright © 2008 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. 

For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or art-

work from this publication, please contact the Chroniclers, 

who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the 

piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.  

Copyright Information  
 

Copyright 2009 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.  

The Ursus publishes First north American Serial and Re-

print rights (including electronic and web).  Reproduction 

by any means without the express permission of the author 

or artist constitutes a breach of copyright and is punishable 

by law.  For information on printing photographs, articles 

or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chroni-

clers, who will assist you in contacting the original creator 

of the piece.  Please respect the legal rights of our con-

tributors. 

Subscriptions 
 

Subscriptions to The Ursus are free of charge. Issues can 

be viewed and / or downloaded on the Septentrian website: 

http://septentria.ealdormere.ca/ursusdigital.htm 

Submission Information 
 

Submissions of articles for potential publication in the  

Ursus are due to the Chroniclers on the 15th of the month 

before publication.  Publication is currently bimonthly in 

January, March, May, July, September and November.  All 

submissions are subject to editing for length, content and 

style.  Submitters should also indicate if they will not per-

mit potential publication on the Septentrian webpage.  

Please contact the Chroniclers for submission permission 

form information. 

mailto:marginalia@rogers.com
http://septentria.ealdormere.ca/ursusdigital.htm
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From the Baronial Puirsuivant  

 

Unto the populace of Septentria, noble and gentle, does the 

Baronial Puirsuivant of the Heart of all Ealdormere, Lord 

Griffin de Stokeport, send greetings and warm wishes for a 

most bountiful harvest in these, the golden days of Au-

tumn. 

 

Across our lands, good people, there exists a crisis in the 

making. Not one that force of arms can settle, though the 

many strong warriors, agile fencers and skillful archers 

would no doubt be able to deal with any physical threat 

that should challenge our ancient lands. No, my kinsfolk, 

there exists a grave and troubling threat of the total break-

down and collapse of the messages that travel to and from 

our mighty King, his most graceful Queen and all of Their 

most wise advisors. 

 

The problem challenging us is that the Heralds from across 

the Barony, that do send their missives of the great deeds, 

letters detailing the Patents of Arms and bear witness to the 

names for the lineage of the noble and gentle lines, have 

gone missing!  Once we had many Heralds, one for each of 

the great Cantons, Colleges and Strongholds of the Barony 

and even for the Royal City of Eoforwic itself. Many of the 

outposts from across this most mighty Barony of the 

Knowne World have not sent news of their accomplish-

ments for many months. I fear most foul acts have oc-

curred to these bearers of the Kingôs Peace and we may 

need to rally the armed might of Septentria to rout any evil 

forces that have taken hold in our lands. With the winds of 

winter slowly reaching their chill fingers from the North, I 

fear it may already be too lateé 

 

Ok, enough drama. 

 

To sum up, the art of the Herald in the Barony has become 

something of an endangered species. Out of the eight won-

derful Cantons of our lands, there are only four that have 

active serving Heralds as officers. At the grave risk of 

naming names, the Cantons of Skeldergate, Ard Chreag 

and Monadh have no active Herald that I am aware of, and 

four other cantons have either over-worked or ñlong in the 

toothò heralds (in length of service for the post, not age!) ï 

that of Caer Draeth, Vest Yorvik, Eoforwic and my own 

canton of Petrea Thule. Now I do fully realize that some-

times this is a labour of love for them and they do willingly 

serve in their posts long past the typical two- or three-year 

duration that other officers tend to keep but some are near-

ing four or five years in the post. Swanôs Keep is alone at 

the moment in having a relatively new officer taking on the 

Herald position. 

 

The primary duty of the Canton Herald is to start the chain 

of information (for the double-checking of awards, track 

name and device submissions and any other neat stuff) up 

the chain to myself and then onwards to the Kingdom. 

Thatôs it. I think that many believe that being the Canton 

Herald ï a reporting officer position ONLY ï automati-

cally means that they are suddenly responsible for ALL 

heraldic activity at any events, demos and courts that their 

groups is involved with. This simply is utterly untrue. In 

the same way that the seneschal of the group is not auto-

matically the autocrat of every event they hold, or that the 

reporting heavy combat officer is not automatically the 

MiC of every group event, the canton herald is NOT auto-

matically the sole and lonely herald at every event the 

group hosts responsible for the site heralding, the court 

heralding and for manning the submissions table for the 

whole day. To be the canton herald means you can do all, 

some or none of these other tasks all depending on your 

own personal comfort level. 

 

Ok, so now we know what you DO NOT need to do. But 

what DO you need to do as the Canton Herald? Itôs actu-

ally one of the easiest jobs that can REALLY help out the 

Barony and the Kingdom (Wassail for selfless service to 

the Barony!). The primary responsibility is that of filling in 

a one page report every three months and emailing it to me. 

Overall, it takes about 30 minutes spread out over ALL of 

the three months. Thatôs it. The report just includes your 

contact details in case myself or my bosses need or want to 

check with you to clarify something, a summary of any 

awards that any one in your group received, either Baronial 

or Kingdom, a list of any name or device submissions in 

progress (this does not mean that you need to process them 

at all, just help us keep track of them and know which ones 

we should be hunting for if it seems an overly long time) 

and any other activities or events your group has been ac-

tive with. Some of this information will also appear on 

your groupôs Seneschal reports or maybe the Armed Com-

bat Marshall report but it never hurts to include it on the 

Herald report. Thatôs it. Want to know why someone in 

your group received the same award twice? The report that 

it should have been on when they received it the first time 

may never have been sent ï from a lack of a canton herald 

to report it ï and thus it went unrecorded up the chain all 

the way to the Caleygreyhound Herald who is responsible 

for the updating of the Order of Precedence (which is a 

HUGE task to keep accurate and up to date). 
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Now then, what do people think is your job but may or 

may not be depending on your comfort level? Lots of 

things. This is probably the part that scares FAR too many 

people from being active in the craft of heraldry. The tasks 

can include, but are not limited to, actually researching 

period style names or heraldry, the actual work on doing 

the blazon for the heraldry, either in pictures or words, 

doing site/event/list field heraldry and the one that scares 

the pants off most people, myself included, Court Her-

aldry. 

 

Any and all of these tasks actually need a small army of 

people to help with. Luckily, our Kingdom does have such 

an army. Well, more of a platoon. But theyôre really great 

at what they do. Need help with a name or device design? 

Not sure who to go to? Ask me or any other herald 

(especially if the College has the submissions table set up 

at an event) and if we cannot answer it, it can be sent on 

your behalf to the Kingdom College of Heralds and our 

highly informative e-list. We have heralds from across the 

SCA on our local list that are more than happy to provide 

assistance or direction for names and devices. They also 

are often quite happy to help do the cross-checking of de-

vices if you are unsure how to do it. We can also point you 

to the websites that are a goldmine of information if you 

want to learn to do it yourself. Again, your comfort level 

dictates your activities. 

 

The vocal part of heraldry generally scares most people 

right away. Itôs not an easy thing and many heralds will 

admit, either privately or publically, that this can be the 

hardest part to really be proficient and nerve-free at. This is 

never a job that will be thrust upon someone if they are 

unwilling to do it. We may coax you or nudge you to try it 

once and see how it feels, but if youôre really set against 

not doing it, donôt do it. Itôs that simple. This is supposed 

to be a fun hobby for us, so letôs keep it fun.  To be quite 

honest here, I still get twitchy when I have to do site her-

aldry and often run my lines through my head two or three 

times before I start to cry it out loud. Even court heraldry 

has me slightly nervous when I start to head down the pro-

cessional line to the Courté 

 

Hereôs a secret that Iôll let all of you in or, or most of you 

that donôt know yet, about a mistake I made in a court and 

have never forgotten it. During one of the first Baronial 

courts I had the pleasure of serving in, I made the terrible 

error of SUMMONING a visiting Baron to come before 

our own Baronial seats to receive a gift. To be fair, I had 

never been in this specific situation before and it was most 

kindly suggested to me by my Baron that perhaps a gentle 

invitation would have been in order in place of a summons 

for his good cousin. Lesson learned. Iôve never forgotten it 

and it always makes me think twice before opening my 

mouth now, at least in a Royal or Baronial Court. Honest. 

 

For any who wish for more information about the possibil-

ity of becoming a Canton Herald, either for one of the can-

tons that does not currently have one or for helping to as-

sist with the replacement of a long-serving herald already, 

please feel free to contact me either in person at an event or 

by e-mail. I have been rather scarce at events over the sum-

mer but hope to be more active through this autumn and 

winter. I can also send out a sample copy of the reporting 

form to you to see exactly how easy it can be to help out 

your Barony in a seemingly small but very significant 

manner. 

 

Most humbly in service to the Barony and Kingdom, 

 

Griffin de Stokeport 

Baronial Herald of Septentria 

 

griffin@wraithstudios.ca 

 

 

From the Baronial Archery Marshal  
 

Once again it is that time of year when the outdoor archery 

comes to a close and we put our bows away. It doesn't have 

to be like that. There are a number of indoor ranges out 

there; you just have to look. They may not be SCA but it is 

archery. Swans Keep offers indoor archery and fighting 

every other Tuesday night in Barrie; all are welcome. If 

your group has indoor archery make it known.  

 

This year as everyone knows Septentria is celebrating its 

30th anniversary. In honor of this,"Baron Percivalôs pendu-

lum" was created. It will be taken around to as many of 

events as possible for the whole year. So far it has been at 

nine events with the final one being "spring Tune up" at 

Caer Dreath in the spring of ó09 where the winners will be 

announced. To date we have had over 50 archers shoot the 

pendulum. The leading score so far is held by Dafydd from 

Thule with 92; tied for second are Nicolaa and Audun of 

Axeglacier with 90, and in third place is Gunther with 70.  

 

This coming year I plan to add combat archery to the arch-

ery range. If you have combat archery equipment you will 

now have some place to use it. There will be official King-
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dom IKAC-specified combat archery targets available. So 

come on out.  

 

I would like to thank everyone who came out to the range 

this year, especially those who participated and helped 

celebrate Septentria's 30th. I hope everyone had fun and 

enjoyed the challenge. I look forward to seeing all of you 

in the spring. In the mean time keep those bow strings 

waxed and your arrows in the gold. In service to Crown 

and Barony  

 

until our path cross, 

 

Lord Michael of Brentwood  

Archery Marshal of Septrentria  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Septentrian Events  

 

January A.S. XXXXIII  

10 Combined Baronies of Skraeling Althing and  

 Septentria Twelfth Night, Incipient Shire of  

 Bastille Du Lac (in Trenton, ON)  

31 Kingdom of Ealdormere 10th Anniversary  

 Celebration and Kingdom 12th Night, Canton  

 of  Monadh (in Orangeville, ON)  

 

March A.S. XXXXIII  

7 Winter War XI, Shire of Trinovantia Nova  

 (in St. Thomas, ON)  

14 The Late Winter Shoot, Canton of Petrea Thule  

 (in Peterborough , ON) 

 

May A.S. XXXXIIII  

2 Feast of the Bear, Canton of Eoforwic (in  

 Toronto, ON) 

23 Spring Crown Tournament, Canton of Caer  

 Draeth (in Cookstown, ON)  
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Fall Crown Tournament 

Fall Crown was hosted by the Canton of Greyfells at what 

is now becoming a traditional event site, the Rideau Acres 

Campground.  The torrential rain forced the tourney in-

doors and somewhat restricted the size of the list field and 

the use of mass weapons forms, but the fighting was still of 

high quality and intriguing to watch.   

 

Several Septentrians distinguished themselves in the Tour-

ney. Lord Quilliam, fighting in his first Crown, advanced 

far into the lists and just missed the final four, defeating 

Duke Edouard Beausoliel along the way.  Sir Siegfried is 

now a familiar sight in the final rounds;  he,  too, advanced 

to the final four. He was defeated by Sir Nigel, who then 

defeated Count Edward the Red to reach the finals against 

Duke Roak, who had gone undefeated.   The finals featured 

some of the most stylish fighting yet seen in a Crown final, 

with Sir Nigel at times appearing to have stepped out of a 

period fighting treatise.  A bout with six-foot spears was 

fought with a pair of weapons that had been finished to 

look nearly like the real thing.  

  

In the end, Duke Roak, fighting for Countess Jocea, over-

came Sir Nigel in an intense final, and thus became the 

new Prince of Ealdormere. Word has it that a creative 

Coronation ceremony is in the works for next April. 

 

Kingdom A&S  
The Canton of Vest Yorvik hosted this yearôs Kingdom 

A&S competition on a wild, windy and rainy mid-

November day.  A number of Septentrians either entered or 

set their projects up for display.  It seems like every year 

an unofficial theme emergesðthis year, it seemed to be 

bookbinding, as a book press and some bound books were 

part of the entries, and a demonstration area was set up as 

well.   

 

Three entrants competed in the Pentathlon this year:  Lady 

Tarian verch Gadarn, THLady Medb ingen Dungaile, and 

Mistress Tsivia.   The competition was tight, but THLady 

Medb was declared the winner.  Her five entries included 

cookery (for her dish of Snowe), a sugarpaste chess set, 

bookbinding, an embroidered sweet bag, and a carved 

leather book satchel.  

 

Pelican Vigilant 
One of the earliest members of the Barony, Mistress 

Tsivia, was put on vigil for the Order of the Pelican at 

Feast of the Hare. She was a founding member of the Can-

ton of Noerlandia, a predecessor of the Canton of Skelder-

gate, and is the senior active member of the Order of the 

Laurel in Ealdormere. She will be elevated for her long 

service to the Society, particularly as a Chirurgeon, at Win-

ter War in March.  Wassail for the future Pelican! 

 

 

Photos Pages 7 and 8 from Kingdom A&S.  Baroness  

    Gaerwen gets fitted for hose by Lady Anne.  Projects  

    by Lady Alof, Lady Tarian, and THL Medb, who is   

    also pictured being honoured in court. 

 

Photos Pages 9 to 13 from the Petrea Thule Chair Work- 

    shop.  For more pictures of this amazing project please  

    go to the following webpage:  

  www.wraithstudios.ca/photos/thumbnails.php?album=54  
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Lady Bethoc introduces young 

Torran to his first event.  

http://www.wraithstudios.ca/photos/thumbnails.php?album=54
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